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FOR: USIA FOR ILA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS VE 

SUBJECT: PRESS QUERIES RE GOV EXPULSION 3 U.S. BASED 
JOURNALISTS 

1. WASHINGTON POST'S OMANG QUERIED EMBASSY TUESDAY AS TO WHETHER 
EMBASSY HAD SOUGHT CLARIFICATION ABOUT WHY THE VENEZUELAN 
GOVERNMENT'S TREATMENT OF THE THREE U.S. REPORTERS WHO LEET 
VENEZUELA SUDDENLY OCTOBER 22. 

2. WE TOLD OMANG THAT WHEN WE EOUND OUT ABOUT THE INCIDENT THE 
REPORTERS HAD ALREADY DEPARTED. AS SOON AS POSSIBLE THE EMBASSY 
CONTACTED THE FOREIGN OFEICE FOR AN EXPLANATION, WE SAID THE 
EMBASSY WAS INFORMED BY THE FOREIGN OFEICE THAT THE WOMAN 
(HILDA INCLAN OF THE MIAMI NEWS) HAD SOME IRREGULARITIES IN 

HER PAPERS AND WAS ASKED TO CONTACT DISIP THE FOLLOWING MORNING. 
WHEN SHE REFUSED TO DO THIS SHE WAS ASKED TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY. 
THE OTHER TWO REPORTERS SUPPORTED MS. INCLAN AND ALSO LEFT THE 
COUNTRY. 

3. WE TOLD HER THAT THE AMBASSADOR AND THE DCM HAD SUBSEQUENTLY 
EXPRESSED TO APPROPRIATE GOV AUTHORITIES THE EMBASSY'S DISMAY 
AND CONCERN ABOUT THE INCIDENT. 
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4. MEANWHILE, CITY EDITOR THOMAS KNOWLAND CALLED THE PAO TO 
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ASK WHETHER THE MIAMI NEWS COULD SEND ANOTHER REPORTER TO 
CARACAS. THE PAO SAID THERE WAS NO REASON THAT HE WAS AWARE 
OF WHY THEY COULD NOT AND ADDED THAT OFICINA CENTRAL DE 
INFORMACION'S DIRECTOR OF FOREIGN PRESS AFFAIRS CLEMENTE 
COHEN HAD TOLD THE 10 SUNDAY EVENING THAT IE HE WERE THE 
EDITOR OE THE MIAMI NEWS HE (COHEN) WOULD HAVE A REPORTER 
ON THE NEXT PLANE. 

VAKY 
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